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“I have lived my life, and I have fought my battles, not against the 

weak and the poor—anybody can do that—but against power, against 

injustice, against oppression, and I have asked no odds from them, and 

I never shall.”----Clarence S. Darrow, Attorney for the Damned 491, 

497 (Arthur Weinberg ed. 1957). 

 

OKLAHOMA 

 

Todd Layton Cryderman v. State, No. M-2024-318 (Okl.Cr., April 3, 2025) 

(unpublished):  Speeding:  This is another speeding ticket appeal out of Texas 

County where the Hon. Clark Jett keeps finding guilt and the OCCA keeps 

affirming, this time over claims related to:  1) admissibility of radar evidence; and 

2) sufficiency of the evidence. 

Casey Janet Roth v. State, No. F-2024-243 (Okl.Cr., April 3, 2025) (unpublished):  

Sufficiency (Bringing Contraband into Jail):  Roth was convicted at a bench 

trial of a single count of Bringing Contraband into a Jail or Penal Institution in 

Marshall County (the Hon. Wallace Coppedge, presiding).  The odd fact pattern 

consisted of a traffic stop where contraband was found, the officer arrested Roth, 
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searched her purse but found nothing, and she was booked into jail where jailers 

found drugs in her previously searched purse.  She argued that the arrested officer 

brought her purse into the jail, not her.  Amazingly, the Court agreed with this 

under the strict wording of the statute. 

 

TENTH CIRCUIT 

 

United States v. Luis Gutierrez, No. 23-2076 (10th Cir., April 4, 2025) (Published) 

(Tymkovich, Baldock & McHugh):  Speedy Trial:  Delay of prosecution of two 

years after indictment did not violate the speedy trial rights of the accused.  The 

panel also noted that alleged prejudice at sentencing is not cognizable because the 

Sixth Amendment right protects delay prior to conviction. 

 

UNITED STATES SUPREME COURT 

 

“Only Supreme Court justices and schoolchildren are expected to and 

do take the entire summer off.” –Chief Justice John Roberts 

(statement made while he served as a lawyer in the Reagan 

Administration). 

 

No new cases. 

 

 

OTHER CASES OF NOTE 

 

United States v. Gerald Adrian Wheeler, No. 23-4636 (4th Cir., March 10, 2025):  

Supervised Release:  Revocation of supervised release is reversed because the 

district court abused its discretion in allowing hearsay evidence which was 

essential to the revocation finding.  NOTE:  Judge King dissented. 

United States v. Melissa Darlene Barrett, No. 24-6293 (4th Cir., March 27, 2025):  

Federal Sentencing Guidelines (Retroactivity):  Retroactive amendments were 

applicable to the offense level as well as criminal history category; thus, the district 

court erred and the matter is remanded for resentencing. 

https://www.ca10.uscourts.gov/sites/ca10/files/opinions/010111215147.pdf
https://www.ca4.uscourts.gov/opinions/234636.P.pdf
https://www.ca4.uscourts.gov/opinions/246293.P.pdf


 

VICTORIES 

 

MIKE NOLAND, OKC, secured a nice win in the Eastern District resulting in a 

full acquittal for a client accused of Burglary and Assault w/Deadly Weapon in 

Indian Country.  The client had previously pled guilty in tribal court(!)  The client 

testified and apparently showed her prosthetic leg to the jury as part of the defense 

theory of the case that remains a mystery.  Excellent work, Mike! 

KYLE KILLAM & NICK VANGILDER, Tulsa County Public Defenders, 

secured a Not Guilty verdict in a domestic Assault and Battery by Strangulation 

case.  No priors, no warrants, no holds…walked the client right out of the 

courthouse.  Good job, Kyle and Nick! 

 

HEARSAY 

 

RIP:  The Hon. Bill Graves passed last week.  A service will be held on 

Wednesday, April 9, 2025, at 10:00 a.m. at Crossings Church in Oklahoma City. 

FLOCK:  This Frontier article examines the efficacy of Tulsa’s FLOCK camera 

network (long but interesting story on this subject). 

ARRESTED:  A now-former Delaware County Deputy has been arrested for drug 

trafficking. 

OVER BUDGET:  The in-patient mental health hospital envisioned for OKC is 

now $124 million over budget. 

REPORTING:  The Oklahoma City Police Department has launched two new 

online reporting systems, one for filing reports of non-emergency crimes such as 

embezzlement and harassment; and the other for reporting interactions with 

officers. 

EXECUTION:  The Attorney General has obtained an execution date for John 

Hanson. 
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OKLAHOMA CRIMINAL DEFENSE WEEKLY 

 

SUBSCRIPTIONS AND SUBMISSIONS: To subscribe to the Oklahoma 

Criminal Defense Weekly just send an e-mail to James L. Hankins at 

jameshankins@ocdw.com and include the e-mail address to which you want the 

issues to be delivered. I am sending out the issues for free now to whoever wants to 

receive them. Submissions of articles, war stories, letters, victory stories, comments 

or questions can be sent to Mr. Hankins via e-mail or you can contact him by phone 

at 405.753.4150, by fax at 405.445.4956, or by regular mail at James L. Hankins, 

MON ABRI BUSINESS CENTER, 2524 N. Broadway, Edmond, OK 73034. 

ABOUT THE OCDW: The Oklahoma Criminal Defense Weekly is compiled, 

maintained, edited and distributed weekly by attorney James L. Hankins.  Archived 

issues can be obtained by contacting Mr. Hankins directly, although some of them 

are on the web site at www.ocdw.com.  OCDW accepts no money from sponsors.  

Mr. Hankins is solely responsible for its content.  The OCDW web site is maintained 

by Spark Line. 

COPYRIGHT STATEMENT & DISCLAIMER:  ©2005-2025 by James L. 

Hankins.  All rights reserved.  OCDW hereby grants free use of these materials for 

any non-commercial purpose provided that proper credit to the OCDW is given.  In 

the event that copyrighted works are included in an edition of the OCDW such works 

may not be reproduced without the consent of the copyright holder because under 

federal law the OCDW has no authority to allow the reproduction of the intellectual 

property of others.  For purposes that go beyond “fair use” of the copyrighted 

material under federal law, the permission of the copyright holder must be obtained.  

If you are a copyright holder and object to any portion of an issue of the OCDW, 

please contact the publisher, James L. Hankins, at the contact information above 

(located under the SUBSCRIPTIONS AND SUBMISSIONS section).  Finally, the 

materials presented in this newsletter are for informational purposes only, and are 

not, nor intended to be, legal advice or to create an attorney-client relationship.  You 

should consult an experienced attorney licensed in your jurisdiction for legal advice 

applicable to the specific facts of your case.  Cases are summarized in each weekly 

issue as they are issued and filed by the respective court, and are thus subject to 

being withdrawn, corrected, vacated, and/or modified or reversed without notice.  

Always conduct your own research! 
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If you have received this e-mail in error, or no longer wish to receive the weekly 

newsletter, simply reply to the message, or send a new message, to 

jameshankins@ocdw.com and type in “UNSUBSCRIBE” in the subject line, along 

with your name and e-mail address and you will be taken off the mailing list. 

 


