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“I have lived my life, and I have fought my battles, not against the 

weak and the poor—anybody can do that—but against power, against 

injustice, against oppression, and I have asked no odds from them, and 

I never shall.”----Clarence S. Darrow, Attorney for the Damned 491, 

497 (Arthur Weinberg ed. 1957). 

 

OKLAHOMA 

 

Ketchum v. State, 2026 OK CR 17 (June 11, 2026):  Experts; Sufficiency; IAC:  

Ketchum was convicted by jury in Pittsburg County (the Hon. Timothy E. Mills, 

presiding) of Murder in the First Degree and Destruction of Evidence.  The Court 

affirmed over claims related to:  1) admission of expert testimony regarding 

“expert cell site analysis” (the Court did not view such testimony as novel 

scientific evidence); 2) the expert testimony was not more prejudicial than 

probative; 3) sufficient evidence; and 4) several instances of IAC. 
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TENTH CIRCUIT 

 

United States v. Garrin Michael Thompson, No. 24-5052 (10th Cir., May 18, 2026) 

(Published) (Phillips, Murphy & Eid) (N.D. Okla.):  Transporting Minor; 

Indians:  Convictions related to sexual abuse of his daughter are affirmed over 

claims related to:  1) the count of Transportation of a Minor does not require that 

the “dominant purpose” be to engage in sexual activity (intent is what is required); 

2) testimony from family members of the accused was sufficient to prove that the 

accused was a non-Indian (documentation is not required). 

 

UNITED STATES SUPREME COURT 

 

“Only Supreme Court justices and schoolchildren are expected to and 

do take the entire summer off.” –Chief Justice John Roberts 

(statement made while he served as a lawyer in the Reagan 

Administration). 

 

Abouammo v. United States, No. 25-5146 (U.S., June 11, 2026):  Venue:  On a 

charge of knowingly falsifying documents with intent to obstruct a federal 

investigation, venue lies in the district where the falsification occurred, not where 

the investigation occurred. 

 

 

OTHER CASES OF NOTE 

 

United States v. Amanda Marie Tostado, No. 23-4423 (4th Cir., March 31, 2026):  

Judgment and Sentence:  The district court did not recite a condition of 

supervised release, but rather provided a “helpful example” according to the 

dissent.  The majority of vacated and remanded for resentencing, even though the 

incongruity between the oral pronouncement of sentence and the written judgment 

was de minimis.  The majority reiterated that the oral pronouncement is the actual 

sentence over anything contrary in the written judgment.  NOTE:  Judge Rushing 

dissented. 

https://www.ca10.uscourts.gov/sites/ca10/files/opinions/010111437895.pdf
https://www.supremecourt.gov/opinions/25pdf/25-5146_e29f.pdf
https://www.ca4.uscourts.gov/opinions/234423.P.pdf


United States v. Guy Collins, No. 25-5395 (6th Cir., April 1, 2026):  Supervised 

Release:  The district court denied two motions for early termination of supervised 

release, but the panel held that it abused its discretion based on its “custom” of 

denying early termination until the defendant had completed 50% of the sentence. 

United States v. Mariel Watson, No. 24-4588 (4th Cir., June 8, 2026):  Supervised 

Release:  The district court sentenced Watson to 41 months in prison followed by 

21 months of home detention.  The panel vacated on the basis that home detention 

may be imposed only as an alternative to prison, which meant that the district court 

could not sentence to a combination of the two that exceeded the 48-month 

maximum. 

 

VICTORIES 

 

NIK LEE, OKC, continues his hot streak of PH demurrers, averaging about one 

every month this year.  The most recent one involved an accusation of A&B on 

Police Officer where client had struck the officer during arrest.  Client was accused 

of DUI/APC, but at PH Nik challenged the underlying arrest as illegal.  The court 

agreed.  Excellent work, Nik! 

 

HEARSAY 

 

LAWSUIT:  Two lawsuits in federal court allege that a McDonald’s franchisee in 

Purcell hired a felon who had been incompetent to stand trial for murdering his 

foster mother and allowed the man to harass and touch underage female 

employees. 

LAWSUIT II:  The Oklahoma County Sheriff is suing the Oklahoma County Jail 

Trust in an attempt to resolve the inmate transportation issue. 

NCAA:  A.G. Drummond has asked the Big 12 Conference to sanction Texas Tech 

for allowing the quarterback of its football team to gamble on sports. 

DOC:  DOC broke ground on a new Skills Center at the John H. Lilley 

Correctional Center in Boley, OK. 

DISCOVERY:  Despite praise for discovery reform, OK Policy Org criticizes the 

Legislature because more could have been done. 

https://www.opn.ca6.uscourts.gov/opinions.pdf/26a0098p-06.pdf
https://www.ca4.uscourts.gov/opinions/244588.P.pdf
https://kfor.com/news/local/lawsuits-claim-oklahoma-mcdonalds-franchisee-let-accused-rapist-murderer-to-repeatedly-harass-assault-teen-employees/
https://kfor.com/news/oklahoma-county-sheriff-sues-ok-co-jail-trust/
https://oklahoma.gov/oag/news/newsroom/2026/june/drummond-asks-big-12-to-sanction-texas-tech.html
https://oklahoma.gov/careertech/media-center/press-releases/2026/careertech-breaks-ground-on-new-skills-center-facility.html
https://okpolicy.org/politics-and-budget-constraints-stalled-needed-criminal-justice-reforms/


REMODEL:  The kitchen at the Osage County Jail will be remodeled. 

D.A.:  D.A. Kyle Cabelka (Comanche/Cotton Counties) explained to the press 

what a District Attorney really does. 

H-UNIT:  The Guardian has an article about H-Unit at OSP, with excerpts of 

letters from inmates Tremane Wood, Edward Sparks, and Joshua Dawkins, and 

also commentary from ACLU advocate and former Assistant Federal Public 

Defender Randy Bauman. 

ARRESTED:  A Broken Arrow Police Officer has been arrested and placed on 

administrative leave over a domestic altercation. 

SUED:  TV reality stars The Chrisleys have sued their former defense attorney on 

the grounds of IAC, thereby causing them to be imprisoned and separated from 

each other. 

PAROLE:  Verna Stafford has sought parole.  Straight out of law school my first 

legal project and client was the Tenth Circuit brief for Roger Dale Stafford when I 

went to work for Stephen Jones.  During that, I read the transcript of Verna 

Stafford and her sentencing, where Judge Owens said that she would worry about 

her soul because one of the hottest corners of Hell had her name on it. 

VISITS:  More than two-thirds of jails in Oklahoma prohibit in-person inmate 

visits by family and friends. 

 

WACKY CRIME 

JAIL:  A man tried to break into…the Oklahoma County Jail. 

 
 

OKLAHOMA CRIMINAL DEFENSE WEEKLY 

 

SUBSCRIPTIONS AND SUBMISSIONS:  No subscriptions are necessary.  I will 

post the issues weekly to my web site:  www.ocdw.com.  Submissions of articles, 

war stories, letters, victory stories, comments or questions can be sent to Mr. 

Hankins via e-mail (jameshankins@ocdw.com) or you can contact him by phone at 

405.753.4150, by fax at 405.445.4956, or by regular mail at James L. Hankins, MON 

ABRI BUSINESS CENTER, 2524 N. Broadway, Edmond, OK 73034. 
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ABOUT THE OCDW: The Oklahoma Criminal Defense Weekly is compiled, 

maintained, edited and distributed weekly by attorney James L. Hankins.  Archived 

issues can be obtained by contacting Mr. Hankins directly, although some of them 

are on the web site at www.ocdw.com.  OCDW accepts no money from sponsors.  

Mr. Hankins is solely responsible for its content. 

COPYRIGHT STATEMENT & DISCLAIMER:  ©2005-2026 by James L. 

Hankins.  All rights reserved.  OCDW hereby grants free use of these materials for 

any non-commercial purpose provided that proper credit to the OCDW is given.  In 

the event that copyrighted works are included in an edition of the OCDW such works 

may not be reproduced without the consent of the copyright holder because under 

federal law the OCDW has no authority to allow the reproduction of the intellectual 

property of others.  For purposes that go beyond “fair use” of the copyrighted 

material under federal law, the permission of the copyright holder must be obtained.  

If you are a copyright holder and object to any portion of an issue of the OCDW, 

please contact the publisher, James L. Hankins, at the contact information above 

(located under the SUBSCRIPTIONS AND SUBMISSIONS section).  Finally, the 

materials presented in this newsletter are for informational purposes only, and are 

not, nor intended to be, legal advice or to create an attorney-client relationship.  You 

should consult an experienced attorney licensed in your jurisdiction for legal advice 

applicable to the specific facts of your case.  Cases are summarized in each weekly 

issue as they are issued and filed by the respective court, and are thus subject to 

being withdrawn, corrected, vacated, and/or modified or reversed without notice.  

Always conduct your own research! 
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