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“I have lived my life, and I have fought my battles, not against the 

weak and the poor—anybody can do that—but against power, against 

injustice, against oppression, and I have asked no odds from them, and 

I never shall.”----Clarence S. Darrow, Attorney for the Damned 491, 

497 (Arthur Weinberg ed. 1957). 

 

OKLAHOMA 

 

No new cases. 

 

TENTH CIRCUIT 

 

No new cases. 

 

UNITED STATES SUPREME COURT 
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“Only Supreme Court justices and schoolchildren are expected to and 

do take the entire summer off.” –Chief Justice John Roberts 

(statement made while he served as a lawyer in the Reagan 

Administration). 

 

No new cases. 

 

 

OTHER CASES OF NOTE 

 

In Re:  Ronald Jones, No. 22-5689 (6th Cir., December 8, 2022):  Federal Habeas 

Corpus (Second/Successive):  Interesting case where Jones had filed a previous 

2255 attacking his sentence which was denied, the he filed another one after he got 

a state court conviction vacated based on Johnson.  The panel held that this second 

2255 was not “second or successive” under the AEDPA because the events giving 

rise to the claim had not yet occurred at the time of the first one. 

United States v. Alexander Samuel Smith, No. 20-4414 (4th Cir., December 1, 

2022) (per curiam):  Indictments and Informations (Multiplicity):  In this 

prosecution for lying to the FBI, Smith was convicted of two counts.  A split panel 

vacated one count as multiplicitous. 

 

VICTORIES 

 

ROYCE HOBBS, Stillwater, won a DUI-Manslaughter case at a bench trial in 

Payne County before Judge Corley.  ADA Kevin Etherington (who now has his 

own legal problems) had agreed to waive jury and Royce did the same.  At the 

bench trial, Judge Corley granted the defense demurrer at the close of the State’s 

case.  Although OSBI tests showed the presence of prescription drugs (no alcohol), 

no SFSTs or DRE were performed and the experienced police officer who effected 

the arrest testified that there were no signs of intoxication.  The client had dropped 

off his child at school at 8:15 a.m. and was driving to work when he ran off the 

road and struck a pedestrian.  The defense theory was that this was a tragic 

accident, not a crime, and Judge Corley saw it the same way.  Great job, Royce!  

NOTE:  Royce used pharmacology expert Craig Steven and would recommend 

him. 

https://www.opn.ca6.uscourts.gov/opinions.pdf/22a0263p-06.pdf
https://www.ca4.uscourts.gov/opinions/204414.P.pdf
https://www.stwnewspress.com/news/cushing-man-found-not-guilty-of-dui-manslaughter/article_57b05af8-74f0-11ed-86cd-2bac3bb33c60.html


 

HEARSAY 

 

TESTIMONY:  A medical examiner has refused to testify in a murder case out of 

Custer County. 

RETIRED:  The Chief of Police of Weatherford has announced his retirement. 

MOTIVE:  Media reports indicate that the motive for the quadruple homicide in 

Kingfisher was monetary. 

APPOINTED:  A new Special Judge has been appointed in Muskogee County. 

BOMBS:  An OKC man was apparently making bombs at his workplace. 

BUST:  There was a large meth bust in Lawton.  Also, a large meth bust in Tulsa 

as well. 

GRANT:  The City of Tulsa is trying to obtain a grant that would assist victims of 

sexual assault. 

CROWDSOURCING:  OKC police now use “crowdsourcing” to help solve 

crimes, but Oklahoma County Public Defender Bob Ravitz has concerns. 

ARRESTED:  An attorney in Lincoln County has been arrested on drug charges. 

TRUCKERS:  Truckers from Texas receive more citations in Oklahoma than from 

any other state (California is number two), mostly for being overweight (the truck 

loads, not the truckers). 

DENIED:  Scott Eizember has been denied clemency. 

LAWSUIT:  A woman in Chickasha stole over $400,000.00 from her mother by 

forging checks—and now the mother is suing the bank for not questioning it. 

FALSE CALLS:  At least nine Oklahoma schools had received false “active 

shooter” calls in a single day. 

SCAM:  A woman in Tulsa was scammed into receiving and repackaging 

$300,000.00 worth of cocaine.  

INVESTIGATED:  A Bartlesville police officer is being investigated for sexual 

misconduct. 

https://www.wdnonline.com/news/state-defense-work-out-details-amidst-murder-trial
https://www.wdnonline.com/index.php/news/weatherford-police-chief-makes-big-announcement
https://www.fox23.com/news/oklahoma/man-accused-kingfisher-quadruple-murder-wanted-investment-returned/4KW3H4T4HBHRFOXGPLJV4W4O6M/
https://www.muskogeephoenix.com/news/tucker-appointed-to-bench/article_7b385dbc-2ce0-5f93-8c11-7f2a2dd35646.html
https://ktul.com/news/local/oklahoma-city-police-department-okcpd-ocpd-troy-lee-ieds-bomb-explosives-narcotics-contraband-handgun-illegal-crime-warehouse-police-k9-okcpd-bomb-squad-okc-december-2-2022
https://www.kswo.com/2022/12/09/11-million-meth-bust-lawton/
https://kfor.com/news/local/oklahoma-bureau-of-narcotics-nearly-180-kilos-of-methamphetamine-seized/
https://www.publicradiotulsa.org/local-regional/2022-12-08/tulsa-police-say-federal-grant-would-expand-sexual-assault-response-in-oklahoma
https://oklahomawatch.org/2022/12/07/okc-polices-crowd-sourced-effort-exploits-accused/?eType=EmailBlastContent&eId=37db1c3c-134a-494b-82a3-bac3e7b1d837
https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/crime/wellston-attorney-arrested-on-drug-charges-after-lincoln-county-deputies-raid-her-home/ar-AA150rgF
http://www.okenergytoday.com/2022/12/texas-truckers-are-largest-offenders-of-oklahoma-trucking-enforcement-laws/
https://kfor.com/news/local/oklahoma-death-row-inmate-scott-eizember-denied-clemency-execution-set-for-jan-12/
https://kfor.com/news/local/woman-sues-bank-after-her-daughter-allegedly-forged-checks-to-withdrawal-nearly-half-a-million-dollars/
https://www.news9.com/story/639213f9b5505407aee04144/fbi-issues-statement-in-wake-of-false-911-calls-to-oklahoma-schools
https://www.fox23.com/news/local/tpd-woman-scammed-into-receiving-repackaging-300000-worth-cocaine/D55TNLUYKZCHTEOLI4XOISEKCU/
https://www.examiner-enterprise.com/story/news/local/2022/12/06/breaking-news-investigations-underway-into-alleged-bpd-police-officer-sexual-misconduct/69706119007/


CLAREMORE:  The City of Claremore plans to build a regional police/fire 

training center. 

UNDERSHERIFF:  Marshall County has appointed its first female Undersheriff. 

CASEY’S:  Fraudulent card charges continue at Casey’s Stores in Oklahoma. 

RESIGNED:  The Oklahoma County Jail Administrator has resigned. 

DETAILS:  Some details have emerged in the case against former ADA Kevin 

Etherington. 

 

WACKY CRIME 

TULSA:  A Tulsa man committed three burglaries and stole…$20,000.00 worth of 

cigarettes.  Also KFOR has a funny take on the same story HERE. 

TULSA II:  A Tulsa man has been arrested for attempting to shoot a man who was 

walking his dog…note the mug shot, reminiscent of the old GEICO caveman 

commercials according to Mark Hoover.  

TULSA III:  Interesting traffic stops in Tulsa involving a different kind of 

“speeder.” 

OKC:  An OKC man called 911…more than 600 times over five days. 

 

 

OKLAHOMA CRIMINAL DEFENSE WEEKLY 

 

SUBSCRIPTIONS AND SUBMISSIONS: To subscribe to the Oklahoma 

Criminal Defense Weekly just send an e-mail to James L. Hankins at 

jameshankins@ocdw.com and include the e-mail address to which you want the 

issues to be delivered. I am sending out the issues for free now to whoever wants to 

receive them. Submissions of articles, war stories, letters, victory stories, comments 

or questions can be sent to Mr. Hankins via e-mail or you can contact him by phone 

at 405.753.4150, by fax at 405.445.4956, or by regular mail at James L. Hankins, 

MON ABRI BUSINESS CENTER, 2524 N. Broadway, Edmond, OK 73034. 

https://www.kjrh.com/news/local-news/claremore-plans-for-regional-fire-and-police-training-center
https://www.kxii.com/2022/12/06/marshall-county-sheriff-appoints-first-female-undersheriff/
https://kfor.com/news/local/fraudulent-charges-continue-at-ok-caseys-gas-stations-driving-customers-away/
https://nondoc.com/2022/12/05/oklahoma-county-jail-chief-greg-williams-resigns/
https://kfor.com/news/local/affidavit-153-videos-images-of-child-sexual-abuse-found-on-former-assistant-district-attorneys-google-drive/
https://ktul.com/news/local/man-commits-3-burglaries-steals-20000-in-cigarettes-police-say
https://kfor.com/news/local/bandit-becomes-butt-of-jokes-after-stealing-20k-in-cigarettes/
https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/crime/tulsa-man-arrested-accused-of-attempting-to-shoot-man-walking-dog/ar-AA156tSZ
https://ktul.com/news/local/police-pull-over-scout-trooper-during-tulsa-christmas-parade
https://ktul.com/newsletter-daily/oklahoma-city-police-department-okcpd-ocpd-anthony-trammell-arrest-fake-911-calls-emergency-dispatch-oklahoma-county-detention-center-ocdc-okc-december-5-2022
http://www.ocdw.com/engine/emw.exe/*qshome=home


ABOUT THE OCDW: The Oklahoma Criminal Defense Weekly is compiled, 

maintained, edited and distributed weekly by attorney James L. Hankins.  Archived 

issues can be obtained by contacting Mr. Hankins directly, although some of them 

are on the web site at www.ocdw.com.  OCDW accepts no money from sponsors.  

Mr. Hankins is solely responsible for its content.  The OCDW web site is maintained 

by Spark Line. 

COPYRIGHT STATEMENT & DISCLAIMER:  ©2005-2022 by James L. 

Hankins.  All rights reserved.  OCDW hereby grants free use of these materials for 

any non-commercial purpose provided that proper credit to the OCDW is given.  In 

the event that copyrighted works are included in an edition of the OCDW such works 

may not be reproduced without the consent of the copyright holder because under 

federal law the OCDW has no authority to allow the reproduction of the intellectual 

property of others.  For purposes that go beyond “fair use” of the copyrighted 

material under federal law, the permission of the copyright holder must be obtained.  

If you are a copyright holder and object to any portion of an issue of the OCDW, 

please contact the publisher, James L. Hankins, at the contact information above 

(located under the SUBSCRIPTIONS AND SUBMISSIONS section).  Finally, the 

materials presented in this newsletter are for informational purposes only, and are 

not, nor intended to be, legal advice or to create an attorney-client relationship.  You 

should consult an experienced attorney licensed in your jurisdiction for legal advice 

applicable to the specific facts of your case.  Cases are summarized in each weekly 

issue as they are issued and filed by the respective court, and are thus subject to 

being withdrawn, corrected, vacated, and/or modified or reversed without notice.  

Always conduct your own research! 

UNSUBSCRIBE 

If you have received this e-mail in error, or no longer wish to receive the weekly 

newsletter, simply reply to the message, or send a new message, to 

jameshankins@ocdw.com and type in “UNSUBSCRIBE” in the subject line, along 

with your name and e-mail address and you will be taken off the mailing list. 
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