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“I have lived my life, and I have fought my battles, not against the 

weak and the poor—anybody can do that—but against power, against 

injustice, against oppression, and I have asked no odds from them, and 

I never shall.”----Clarence S. Darrow, Attorney for the Damned 491, 

497 (Arthur Weinberg ed. 1957). 

 

MERRY CHRISTMAS EVERYONE!  We will be taking a 
two-week hiatus and then pick it up again in 
January, 2026! 

 

OKLAHOMA 

 

No new cases of note. 
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TENTH CIRCUIT 

 

United States v. Noah Huerta, No. 25-1050 (10th Cir., October 29, 2025) 

(Published) (Matheson, Kelly & Moritz):  Search and Seizure (Pat-Down; 

Inevitable Discovery):  Solid opinion reversing a denial of a motion to suppress a 

pat-down search as unsupported by reasonable suspicion. 

United States v. Killiu Ford, No. 23-1400 (10th Cir., October 28, 2025) (Holmes, 

C.J., & Ebel):  Kidnapping; Federal Sentencing Guidelines (Crime of 

Violence):  Section 3559(f)(2) did not mandate a minimum twenty-five year 

sentence.  NOTE:  Judge Seymour had participated in the appeal, but not in the 

opinion; but circuit practice allows the remaining two judges to act as a quorum to 

decide the case. 

United States v. Clover McGregor, No. 23-1399 (10th Cir., October 28, 2025) 

(Published) (Holmes, C.J., Carson & Rossman):  Search and Seizure (Traffic 

Stops; Officer Safety):  Denial of motion to suppress search of a car is affirmed 

because the search was justified by officer safety that the driver was armed and 

dangerous. 

 

UNITED STATES SUPREME COURT 

 

“Only Supreme Court justices and schoolchildren are expected to and 

do take the entire summer off.” –Chief Justice John Roberts 

(statement made while he served as a lawyer in the Reagan 

Administration). 

 

Jeffrey Clyde Pitts v. Mississippi, No. 24-1159 (U.S., November 24, 2025) 

(per curiam):  Confrontation/Cross-Examination:  In Mississippi there is a 

statute allowing a child witness to testify outside the physical presence of the 

accused, but specific findings must be made.  Here, the Court found 

constitutional error because the trial court made no such findings, so it was 

remanded to the state court to determine whether the error was harmless. 

Terence Clark, Director, v. Jeremiah Antoine Sweeney, No. 25-52 (U.S. 

November 24, 2025) (per curiam):  Party Presentation:  This is a rebuke of 

https://www.ca10.uscourts.gov/sites/ca10/files/opinions/010111326066.pdf
https://www.ca10.uscourts.gov/sites/ca10/files/opinions/010111325393.pdf
https://www.ca10.uscourts.gov/sites/ca10/files/opinions/010111325351.pdf
https://www.supremecourt.gov/opinions/25pdf/24-1159_k536.pdf
https://www.supremecourt.gov/opinions/25pdf/25-52_4gd5.pdf


the Fouth Circuit for reversing a denial of relief on a claim not raised by a 

Petitioner, which violates the rule of party presentation. 

 

OTHER CASES OF NOTE 

 

United States v. Tremayne T. Hawkins, No. 24-4502 (December 11, 2025):  

Search and Seizure (Traffic Stops):  Solid winner where a motion to suppress is 

granted because police unlawfully extended a traffic stop so the drug dog could 

arrive. 

United States v. Luis Javier Sanchez-Zurita, No. 24-60602 (5th Cir., December 17, 

2025):  Prosecutorial Misconduct (Breach Plea Agreement):  Statutory 

maximum sentence is vacated and remanded before a different sentencing judge 

where, although there was no formal, written plea agreement, there was an 

informal agreement where the Government had promised to support a within-

Guidelines sentence, but failed to do so; thus, breaching the agreement. 

United States v. Edward Cockerham, No. 24-60401 (December 17, 2025):  Second 

Amendment:  In this extraordinary opinion, the panel reversed a conviction for 

firearm possession by a non-violent felon (the felony was failure to pay child 

support).  NOTE:  Judge Higginson dissented on the basis that the record was not 

developed sufficiently.  Also, the opinion recognizes that the Fifth Circuit is in the 

extreme minority on this legal issue.  Finally, the opinion gives us “hoplophobia” 

which means an irrational fear of guns; so look for that word to pop up in these 

cases.  

 

VICTORIES 

 

JOHN MARTINO & JAYE MENDROS, OKC, represented a client 

involved in a gunfight at the Del City High School parking lot.  The client was 

actually shot three times by the active shooter, and was charged with Discharge of 

Firearm at or into a Building Used for Public Purpose.  The State’s star witness 

was the active shooter, who was charged with the same thing!  However, the jury 

was convinced by Jaye’s masterful closing argument and was out for about 90 

minutes before delivering a verdict of Not Guilty.  Great job, John and Jaye! 

 

https://www.ca4.uscourts.gov/opinions/244502.P.pdf
https://www.ca5.uscourts.gov/opinions/pub/24/24-60602-CR0.pdf
https://www.ca5.uscourts.gov/opinions/pub/24/24-60401-CR0.pdf


HEARSAY 

 

CONDITIONS:  An employee at the COJC juvenile facility has described the 

conditions as stressful and chaotic. 

CHARGED:  An Oklahoma helicopter paramedic has been charged with stealing 

narcotics from EMS agencies. 

CRASH:  There was a recent head-on collision with a DOC van near Lexington in 

Cleveland County.  DOC has issued a statement. 

DIED:  A man who had been convicted of killing a UCO student in a wrong-way 

crash on the Kilpatrick Turnpike has died in prison. 

RE-ELECTION:  Comanche County DA Dan Jacobsma has announced his bid to 

run for election following his appointment by Gov. Stitt. 

INDICTED:  The Executive Director of Black Lives Matter OKC has been 

indicted for looting about half of the $6 million the organization had received 

between June 2020 and October 2025. 

HOLTZCLAW:  The family of Daniel Holtzclaw remembers the 10-year 

anniversary of his conviction and insist on a review by the Attorney General. 

AWARDS:  At the OCCDLA Christmas Party/Awards Event, Billy Coyle 

received the Robert A. Manchester Award; and Jacqui Ford received the Barry and 

Johnny Albert Award. 

ALVA:  An Alva man texted a “concerned citizen” that he was going to “kill some 

crooked cops tonight” and wound up in jail. 

WALKAWAY:  A defendant walked away from his trial during jury deliberations 

at the Tulsa County Courthouse. 

SUSPENSION:  A judge in Durant has ordered the suspension of the Coal County 

Sheriff. 

STRUCK:  A Norman Police Officer was hit by a vehicle while working a traffic 

incident. 

DOC:  DOC has gone to great lengths to acquire bodycams in order to increase 

transparency…but it refuses to release the video footage. 

https://kfor.com/news/local/employee-speaks-out-about-the-conditions-inside-the-tecumseh-juvenile-center/
https://kfor.com/news/local/oklahoma-paramedic-charged-with-stealing-morphine-fentanyl-from-ems-agencies/
https://www.newson6.com/tulsa-oklahoma-news/oklahoma-doc-bus-crash-sh39-lexington
https://oklahoma.gov/doc/newsroom/2025/odoc-statement-about-transport-bus-accident.html
https://www.koco.com/article/oklahoma-inmate-malcolm-penney-dies-prison-dui-crash/69675655
https://www.kswo.com/2025/12/10/district-attorney-jacobsma-announces-bid-oklahomas-3rd-district/?utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=organicclicks&tbref=hp
https://kfor.com/news/okc-blm-leader-indicted-on-wire-fraud-and-money-laundering-charges/
https://www.koco.com/article/daniel-holtzclaw-family-claims-new-evidence-okc-police-officer-rape-conviction/69691058
https://www.alvareviewcourier.com/story/2025/12/12/local/mans-text-threat-to-kill-some-crooked-cops-lands-him-in-jail/95318.html
https://krmg.com/2025/12/12/police-searching-for-man-they-say-walked-away-from-tulsa-county-courthouse/
https://nondoc.com/2025/12/12/after-week-of-legal-confusion-judge-suspends-coal-county-sheriff/
https://www.oudaily.com/news/norman-police-department-npd-officer-highway-9/article_671be3dd-1f2c-4e66-8712-39a69ac64ccf.html
https://oklahomawatch.org/2025/12/12/department-of-corrections-refuses-to-release-body-camera-footage/


EVIDENCE:  An MRI can detect evidence of strangulation up to 12 days after the 

event. 

RELACATION:  The Osage County Court Clerk’s Office and some court 

chambers have been relocated during courthouse renovations. 

JAILED:  The Oklahoma County Jail committed a “clerical miscalculation” and 

held a woman five days after a judge had ordered her release. 

RETIRED:  Judge Tom Landrith will retire from the Drug Court in Ada. 

OPINION:  Attorney General Drummond has issued a formal opinion declaring 

Gov. Stitt’s tribal hunting policy illegal. 

CLEMENCY:  Attorney General Drummond has opposed clemency for Kendrick 

Simpson. 

ACCREDITED:  The Oklahoma Medical Examiner has regained national 

accreditation. 

TOOLS:  Service Oklahoma has provided on-line tools to help teenagers seeking a 

driver’s license. 

 

WACKY CRIME 

 

TULSA:  A man robbed a liquor store in Tulsa…using a mid-1800s era pocket 

pistol. 

OKC:  A suspect detained in the back of an OKC police cruiser said, “Let me 

bribe you, bro.” 

TULSA:  A man has been arrested for a “concrete throwing spree” at a QuickTrip 

in Tulsa. 

GRINCH:  Some grinches have stolen inflatable holiday decorations in SW OKC. 

OKC:  A woman has attempted to kidnap a stranger’s child…at the Oklahoma 

County courthouse. 

TULSA:  Police in Tulsa had to wrangle a loose…kangaroo. 

https://www.forensicmag.com/3594-All-News/623208-Study-Proves-MRIs-Can-Show-Strangulation-Evidence-12-Days-Later/
https://bartlesvilleradio.com/pages/news/476162025/osage-cocourt-clerkcourt-chambers-being-re-located
https://www.news9.com/crime/woman-arrested-attempted-oklahoma-county-courthouse-kidnapping
https://www.theadanews.com/news/local_news/judge-landrith-to-retire-from-drug-court/article_86f7c8df-5e18-4000-921d-3c77b3c6f593.html
https://oklahoma.gov/oag/news/newsroom/2025/december/ag-opinion-declares-stitts-tribal-hunting-policy-illegal.html
https://oklahoma.gov/oag/news/newsroom/2025/december/drummond-opposes-clemency-in-brutal-double-murder-case.html
https://www.koco.com/article/oklahoma-medical-examiners-office-regains-national-accreditation/69823274
https://oklahoma.gov/service/newsroom/making-the-season-merry-and-bright.html
https://ktul.com/news/local/tulsa-man-arrested-after-armed-robbery-with-antique-gun-at-liquor-store-tulsa-police-department-primos-wine-and-spirits-near-91st-and-yale-id-quicktrip-stolen-cash-first-degree-robbery-arrest-muff-pistol-pocket-pistol
https://ktul.com/news/local/let-me-bribe-you-bro-suspect-reportedly-says-while-in-okc-police-unit-oklahoma-city-officers-n-kelley-avenue-and-northeast-23rd-street-report-distrubance-yelling-block-car-beating-windows-threats-against-officers-jail-staff
https://ktul.com/news/local/suspect-arrested-after-concrete-throwing-spree-at-tulsa-quiktrip
https://www.koco.com/article/holiday-inflatables-stolen-from-southwest-oklahoma-city-homes/69714719
https://www.news9.com/crime/woman-arrested-attempted-oklahoma-county-courthouse-kidnapping
https://ktul.com/news/local/kangaroo-on-the-loose-near-171st-street-south-and-lewis-bixby-tulsa-county-sheriffs-office-exotic-animal-owner-dispatch-center


ALLEN:  Someone broke into…the Allen, OK, police department and stole guns 

and a patrol vehicle. 

TULSA:  A Tulsa man called police…to report that the truck that he had stolen 

had been stolen from him. 

JOB:  Two women in Tulsa were arrested for stealing…which they reported was 

their job. 

 
 

OKLAHOMA CRIMINAL DEFENSE WEEKLY 

 

SUBSCRIPTIONS AND SUBMISSIONS:  No subscriptions are necessary.  I will 

post the issues weekly to my web site:  www.ocdw.com.  Submissions of articles, 

war stories, letters, victory stories, comments or questions can be sent to Mr. 

Hankins via e-mail (jameshankins@ocdw.com) or you can contact him by phone at 

405.753.4150, by fax at 405.445.4956, or by regular mail at James L. Hankins, MON 

ABRI BUSINESS CENTER, 2524 N. Broadway, Edmond, OK 73034. 

ABOUT THE OCDW: The Oklahoma Criminal Defense Weekly is compiled, 

maintained, edited and distributed weekly by attorney James L. Hankins.  Archived 

issues can be obtained by contacting Mr. Hankins directly, although some of them 

are on the web site at www.ocdw.com.  OCDW accepts no money from sponsors.  

Mr. Hankins is solely responsible for its content. 

COPYRIGHT STATEMENT & DISCLAIMER:  ©2005-2025 by James L. 

Hankins.  All rights reserved.  OCDW hereby grants free use of these materials for 

any non-commercial purpose provided that proper credit to the OCDW is given.  In 

the event that copyrighted works are included in an edition of the OCDW such works 

may not be reproduced without the consent of the copyright holder because under 

federal law the OCDW has no authority to allow the reproduction of the intellectual 

property of others.  For purposes that go beyond “fair use” of the copyrighted 

material under federal law, the permission of the copyright holder must be obtained.  

If you are a copyright holder and object to any portion of an issue of the OCDW, 

please contact the publisher, James L. Hankins, at the contact information above 

(located under the SUBSCRIPTIONS AND SUBMISSIONS section).  Finally, the 

materials presented in this newsletter are for informational purposes only, and are 

not, nor intended to be, legal advice or to create an attorney-client relationship.  You 

should consult an experienced attorney licensed in your jurisdiction for legal advice 

https://www.theadanews.com/news/local_news/guns-patrol-vehicle-stolen-during-allen-pd-break-in/article_da8f1149-9c0d-4cc9-a55c-3be58f645c09.html
https://krmg.com/2025/12/19/man-arrested-after-police-say-he-stole-a-truck-he-tried-to-report-stolen/
https://www.newson6.com/crime/tulsa-police-arrest-two-woman-after-3-500-stealing-spree-this-is-kind-of-like-their-jobs
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applicable to the specific facts of your case.  Cases are summarized in each weekly 

issue as they are issued and filed by the respective court, and are thus subject to 

being withdrawn, corrected, vacated, and/or modified or reversed without notice.  

Always conduct your own research! 


