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“I have lived my life, and I have fought my battles, not against the 

weak and the poor—anybody can do that—but against power, against 

injustice, against oppression, and I have asked no odds from them, and 

I never shall.”----Clarence S. Darrow, Attorney for the Damned 491, 

497 (Arthur Weinberg ed. 1957). 

 

OKLAHOMA 

 

B.S. v. State, No. J-2024-563 (Okl.Cr., December 19, 2024) (unpublished):  

Juveniles & Y.O.:  B.S. was 14-years-old when he stabbed and killed his father, 

who he asserted was abusive.  The Hon. Christine M. Galbraith (Comanche 

County) denied his motion for reverse certification.  In this opinion, the Court 

affirmed, finding no abuse of discretion.  NOTE:  I included this opinion because 

of the strong dissents by Presiding Judge Rowland and Judge Lumpkin, finding an 

abuse of discretion under the facts.  Judge Hudson issued a Specially Concurring 

opinion.  
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UNITED STATES SUPREME COURT 

 

“Only Supreme Court justices and schoolchildren are expected to and 

do take the entire summer off.” –Chief Justice John Roberts 

(statement made while he served as a lawyer in the Reagan 

Administration). 

 

No new cases. 

 

VICTORIES 

 

JEREMY BENNETT, Miami, scored a pre-holiday good result in Ottawa 

County.  The plea offer to the Mong-speaking client was 10 in and 10 out on the 

charge of Rape in the First Degree (his wife).  At trial, the State included over 

objection instructions on the lesser crime of Sexual Battery.  The jury found the 

client guilty on this lesser charge (non-85%) and recommended two years to the 

client who has already been in jail for over a year.  A hard-fought result for 

Jeremy! 

 

HEARSAY 

 

MEDIATION:  The City of Oklahoma City and Oklahoma County will enter 

mediation over the proposed location of the county jail. 

DOC:  Undocumented immigrants account for 2.3% of the DOC prison 

population. 

D.A.:  Gov. Stitt has appointed First Assistant Jennifer Austin to succeed Greg 

Mashburn as District Attorney.  Mr. Mashburn has announced his retirement 

effective March 1. 

A.G.:  Attorney General Gentner Drummond has summarized the 

accomplishments of his office for the year. 

https://kfor.com/news/local/okc-council-ok-commissioners-set-for-mediation-over-proposed-jail-site/
https://oklahomawatch.org/2024/12/17/are-undocumented-immigrants-filling-oklahoma-prisons/
https://www.oudaily.com/news/jennifer-pointer-austin-appointed-as-district-attorney-to-succeed-greg-mashburn/article_db85c3da-be55-11ef-a4ff-cf988bec8a8a.html
https://www.oudaily.com/news/district-attorney-greg-mashburn-to-retire-march-1/article_e7985938-be25-11ef-8c3c-1bf584575cd7.html
https://www.paulsvalleydailydemocrat.com/community/a-lot-to-look-back-on-in-2024/article_10ca81f0-beee-11ef-8320-c3470f1f500d.html


BOARD:  The Pardon and Parole Board now has a fifth member and is fully 

staffed. 

LOST:  State Rep. Justin Humphrey, a disruptive force in the Legislature on 

criminal justice/DOC issues, has been ousted from his seat as Chair of the Criminal 

Justice Committee.  He believes something is afoot. 

WALK-A-WAY:  An inmate who walked away from custody at Clara Waters 

Correctional Center has been caught and is back in custody. 

 

WACKY CRIME 

UNHAPPY:  A Bartlesville man is unhappy with the wait for service at a tag 

agency…so he head-butted an employee. 

 

 

OKLAHOMA CRIMINAL DEFENSE WEEKLY 

 

SUBSCRIPTIONS AND SUBMISSIONS: To subscribe to the Oklahoma 

Criminal Defense Weekly just send an e-mail to James L. Hankins at 

jameshankins@ocdw.com and include the e-mail address to which you want the 

issues to be delivered. I am sending out the issues for free now to whoever wants to 

receive them. Submissions of articles, war stories, letters, victory stories, comments 

or questions can be sent to Mr. Hankins via e-mail or you can contact him by phone 

at 405.753.4150, by fax at 405.445.4956, or by regular mail at James L. Hankins, 

MON ABRI BUSINESS CENTER, 2524 N. Broadway, Edmond, OK 73034. 

ABOUT THE OCDW: The Oklahoma Criminal Defense Weekly is compiled, 

maintained, edited and distributed weekly by attorney James L. Hankins.  Archived 

issues can be obtained by contacting Mr. Hankins directly, although some of them 

are on the web site at www.ocdw.com.  OCDW accepts no money from sponsors.  

Mr. Hankins is solely responsible for its content.  The OCDW web site is maintained 

by Spark Line. 

COPYRIGHT STATEMENT & DISCLAIMER:  ©2005-2024 by James L. 

Hankins.  All rights reserved.  OCDW hereby grants free use of these materials for 

any non-commercial purpose provided that proper credit to the OCDW is given.  In 

the event that copyrighted works are included in an edition of the OCDW such works 
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may not be reproduced without the consent of the copyright holder because under 

federal law the OCDW has no authority to allow the reproduction of the intellectual 

property of others.  For purposes that go beyond “fair use” of the copyrighted 

material under federal law, the permission of the copyright holder must be obtained.  

If you are a copyright holder and object to any portion of an issue of the OCDW, 

please contact the publisher, James L. Hankins, at the contact information above 

(located under the SUBSCRIPTIONS AND SUBMISSIONS section).  Finally, the 

materials presented in this newsletter are for informational purposes only, and are 

not, nor intended to be, legal advice or to create an attorney-client relationship.  You 

should consult an experienced attorney licensed in your jurisdiction for legal advice 

applicable to the specific facts of your case.  Cases are summarized in each weekly 

issue as they are issued and filed by the respective court, and are thus subject to 

being withdrawn, corrected, vacated, and/or modified or reversed without notice.  

Always conduct your own research! 

UNSUBSCRIBE 

If you have received this e-mail in error, or no longer wish to receive the weekly 

newsletter, simply reply to the message, or send a new message, to 

jameshankins@ocdw.com and type in “UNSUBSCRIBE” in the subject line, along 

with your name and e-mail address and you will be taken off the mailing list. 

 


